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ABSTRACT: This investigation was carried out at the Experimental Farm of the Faculty of 

Agriculture, Menoufia University, during two successive seasons of 2010 and 2011. This study 
aimed to investigate the effect of irrigation with magnetic water on the growth and essential oil 
content of Cymbopogon citratus Stapf., fertilized with biofertilizers (Rhizobacterein or Biogene) in 
combinations with different levels of urea (46% N) fertilization (0, 100, 200 and 300 kg / fed).  
The obtained results showed that, watering lemon grass plants with magnetized water caused a 
considerable improvement in the measured growth and yield parameters as well as essential oil 
content, when it was fertilized with Biogene as biofertilizer besides using the highest urea 
fertilization level (300 kg / fed). Meanwhile, the irrigated plants with ordinary water without 
application of bio- or urea fertilization gave significantly the lowest values in this concern. In 
addition the mineral content (N, P and K%) in the leaves as well as the photosynthetic pigment 
(chlorophyll A + B) and total carbohydrate percentage in the herb followed the previously 
mentioned trend.  

Key words: Cymbopogon  citratus, biofertilization, magnetic water. 

 

INTRODUCTION  
Lemongrass (Cymbopogon citratus 

STAPFF) is an important aromatic plant. It 
belongs to the genus Cymbopogon, family 
Gramineae. Lemon grass plant is 
characterized by a powerful lemon like odder 
due to the presence of the compound citral 
as the main constituent in the volatile oil. The 
essential oil is extracted from the herb and 
used in various medicinal and aromatic 
industries, such as scenting soaps, 
perfumes and detergents as well as 
preparation of ionone compounds from citral. 
The ionone compounds serve as starting 
material for the synthesis of vitamin A 
(Neelam et al., 1993). Increasing the 
production of lemongrass could be achieved 
through modifications of agricultural 
practices and fertilization. One of the means 
of increasing plant productivity is studying 
the different plant spacing for optimizing the 
herb yield. Another way of improving plant 
productivity is plant nutrition, especially 
nitrogen fertilization.  

The prductivity of medicinal and aromatic 
plants such as Cymbopogon citratus Stapf. 
is known to be influenced to a large extend 

by agricultural practices such as irrigation 
and nutrients supply. Several investigators 
pointed out that water and nutrient 
management are known to have a great 
important for raising the production 
potentially various medicinal and aromatic 
plant such as lemon grass. 

Recently unconventional efforts are used 
to minimize the used amounts from chemical 
fertilizers which applied to medicinal  
and aromatic plants in order to reduce 
production costs and environmental pollution 
without reduction of the produced yield. 
Therefore, the trend now is to introduce 
nitrogen fixing gene through genetical 
engineering into the plant or inoculating the 
growing media with nitrogen fixing 
organisms.  

Bio fertilizers are reasonably safer to the 
environment than chemical fertilizers and 
play an important role in decreasing the used 
chemical fertilizers. Consequently it causes 
reduction environmental pollution. 
Furthermore, several investigators pointed 
out that the application of bio fertilizers which 
contained N2-fixing microorganisms 
enhanced plant growth not only through 
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providing the plants with sufficient amounts 
from nitrogen but also through synthesizing  
stimulatory compounds  such as gibberellins, 
cytokinins and IAA which act as growth 
regulators (Sperenat, 1990 and Dadarwal et 
al., 1997).  

Several investigations studied the role of 
bio fertilizers containing symbiotic or non 
symbiotic nitrogen fixing bacteria in 
augmenting the vegetative growth 
characteristics, yield and yield components, 
essential oil production and / or chemical 
composition of the plant revealed by Badran 
and Safwat (2004) on Foeniculum vulgare, 
Mazrou (2008) on Cymbopogon citratus 
Stapf., Afify (2009) on Ammi visnaga, El-
Leithy et al. (2011) on Ricinus communis 
and Mazrou, Ragia (2013) on Carum carvi L.  

Furthermore, Cymbopogon citratus Stapf. 
plants as an semi aquatic plants this reflects 
the importance of water as an important 
limiting factor for growth and essential oil 
content of lemon grass plant. In the last few 
decades the influence of irrigation with 
magnetic water on the growth and active 
constituents of medicinal and aromatic 
plants was studied by some investigators 
such as Farooqi et al. (1999) mentioned that 
watering with magnetized water affected the 
biosynthesis and metabolic turnover of 
monoterpenes in mint represents a 
mechanism for recycling carbon and energy 
from foliar terpenes in to other metabolites. 
Also, Esfandiar et al. (2012) on Foeniculum 
vulgare L. found that magnetized water has 
different chemical and physical properties 
and actions associated with metabolic 
process in the plant and Mazrou, Ragia 

(2013) on Carum carvi L.  

In this regard it could be noticed that the 
application of either bio and chemical 
fertilizers or irrigation with magnetic water 
play an important role in improving both 
quantitative and qualitative characteristics of 
medicinal and aromatic plants. Otherwise, 
the available studies about the effect of 
irrigation with magnetized water on the 
essential oil content and yield are still limited.  

Therefore, the objective of our 
investigation will be dealing with studying the 
effect of bio and chemical fertilization on the 
growth and essential oil content of lemon 
grass under the environmental conditions of 
Experiment Farm of the Faculty of 
Agriculture, Menoufia university in Shibin El-
Kom, Egypt. 

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 
Two field experiments were conducted at 

the Experimental Farm of the Faculty of 
Agriculture, Menoufia, Univ. during two 
successive seasons of 2010 and 2011. This 
investigation aimed to study the effect of bio 
fertilization with some commercial bio 
fertilizers containing N2-fixing bacterial 
strains, chemical N-fertilization as well as 
irrigation with magnetized water on the 
growth and essential oil content in 
Cymbopogon citratus Stapf. plants.  

The experimental soil was a clay one and 
its physical and chemical properties are 
recorded in Tables (1 a and b) according to 
the method described by Jackson (1967). 

 

Table (1). The physical and chemical properties of the experimental soil according to the 

methods described by Jakson (1967). 

a) The physical properties of the experimental soil.  

Clay % Silt % 
Fine sand 

% 
Coarse 
sand % 

Organic 
matter % 

Water field 
capacity % 

Texture 
grade 

23.20 44.23 27.40 3.84 2.80 38.80 
Clay 

loamy 
 

 

b) The chemical analysis of the experimental soil.  

Total 
P2O5 % 

Total 
N % 

Total 
CaCO3 % 

C.E.C 
mg/100 g 

E.C 
min/hos/cm at 

25°C 
pH 

Soluble ions mg/100g 

Ca++ Mg++ Na+ K+ 

0.26 0.12 2.32 25.60 0.40 7.90 0.42 0.68 0.62 0.12 
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The experiments were arranged in a 
factorial as a completely randomized block 
design with three replicates of 2 × 2 m for 
each treatment. 

The replicate included 4 rows (50 cm 
apart). The plants were transplanted at the 
Experimental Farm at a distance of 50 cm 
between the plants on 22nd of April in each 
growing seasons 2010 and 2011.  Each row 
contained 4 plants and consequently each 
plot contained 16 plants.  

During soil preparation, the 
recommended doses from calcium super 
phosphate of 150 kg/ fed (15.5% P2O5) and 
100 kg/fed potassium sulphate (48% K2O) 
were added in each growing season. 
Meanwhile,  Nitrogen  fertilization  was used 
in the form of urea fertilizer (46% N) at levels  
of 0 (N0), 100 (N1), 200 (N2) and 300 (N3) kg 
/ fed / season. 

The aforementioned N-fertilization doses 
were added in three equal side dressings 
during the growing period. The first addition 
was after two weeks from transplanting 
meanwhile, the second and the third doses 
were added after two weeks from the first 
and the second   cuts in the two growing 
seasons. The previously mentioned urea 
fertilization rates (N0, N1, N2 and N3) were 
added separately or in combinations with 
400 g/fed from each of the following 
commercial bio fertilizers, Rhizobacterein 
(contained N2-fixing bacterial strain of 
Azotobacter chroococcum) or Biogene 
(contained N2-fixing bacterial strain of 
Azotobacter chroococcum and Azospirillium 
lipoforum). The used bio fertilizers were 
obtained from National Research Center, 
Giza, Egypt. The commercial bio fertilizers 
were added in two equal side dressings to 
the soil after one week from the first and the 
second applications of urea fertilization in the 
two experimental seasons. The treatments 
of bio- and urea fertilization could be 
arranged in treatments as follows:  
1- Control without bio (B0) or urea fertilization 

(N0).  
2- Bio fertilization with Rhizobacterein (B1). 
3- Bio fertilization with Biogene (B2).  
4- Urea fertilization at 100 kg/fed (N1) without 

bio fertilization. 
5- Bio fertilization with Rhizobacterein (B1) + 

100 kg/fed urea (N1).  
6- Bio fertilization with Biogene (B2) +100 

kg/fed urea (N1). 
7- Urea fertilization at 200 kg/fed (N2) without 

bio fertilization.  
8- Bio fertilization with Rhizobacterein (B1) + 

200 kg/fed urea (N2). 
9- Bio fertilization with Biogene (B2) + 200 

kg/fed urea (N2). 
10- Urea fertilization at 300 kg/fed (N3) 

without bio fertilization.  
11- Bio fertilization with Rhizobacterein (B1) 

+ 300 kg/fed urea (N3).  
12- Bio fertilization with Biogene (B2) + 300 

kg/fed urea (N3).  

The aforementioned treatments were 
irrigated with either magnetized water (M1)  
which passed through magnetron tube of  
2 inches diameter and 4000 Gaus  strength 
(Amin and Kaseem, 2009) or non-
magnetized water (M0).  

 

Harvesting:  
During each experimental season the 

plants were cut three times. In each harvest 
the plants were cut leaving about 15 cm 
above the soil surface. The first cut was 
done on 9th of July, meanwhile the second 
and the third cuts were at end of September 
and at end of November in the two growing 
seasons.  

For each cut  the following data were 
recorded and statistically analyzed by using 
L.S.D according to Snedecor and Cochran 
(1980). The soil moisture level was kept at 
about 75% from its water holding capacity 
during the growing period.  

 

Vegetative growth parameters:  
1- Plant height in cm.  
2- Number of tillers / plant.  
3- Fresh weight of leaves / plant (g). 
4- Fresh weight of herb in ton / fed. 
5- Dry weight of leaves / plant (g).  

The leaves were dried at 70°C for 72 
hours and kept as powder for chemical 
analysis. 

 Furthermore, the following chemical 
constituents were determined.  
1- Determination of the essential oil 

percentage in random samples 
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obtained from the fresh herb of each 
treatment was carried out in each cut 
during the two experimental seasons 
according to the method described by 
British Pharmacopea (1963). The oil 
percentage (v/w) was calculated 
according to the following equation:  
 

                                    Observed oil in graduated tube in ml   
Essential oil percentage = —————————————— × 100 

                                Weight of sample in g          
 

2- The essential oil yield / plant (ml) and in 
liter per fed for the three cuts and for 
season was calculated. 

3- In addition the following chemical 
constituents of the plant were 
determined in well dried herb at 70°C 
and fine powdered samples of herb 
obtained from each treatment:  

- Total nitrogen percentage was 
determined by Kjeldahl’s procedure  
(Bremmer, 1996).  

- Phosphorus percentage was determined 
by using Spectophotometer (Richards, 
1954). 

- Potassium percentage was determined 
by using Flame photometer. 

Photosynthetic pigments, chlorophyll (A), 
chlorophyll (B) and carotenoids content in 
fresh leaves were determined according to 
the method described by Wettstein (1957).  

By using the following equations:  
Chlorophyll(A) in mg/l= 9.784×E.662–0.99×E.664 
Chlorophyll(B) in mg/l= 21.426×E.644–4.65×E.662 
Carotenoids in mg/l= 4.695×E.440–0.226 (A + B)  

 

Total carbohydrate: 
The total carbohydrate percentage in the 

dried herb was determined according to 
Dubios et al. (1957). 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

1. Vegetative growth:  

1.1. Plant height:  
The data in Table (2) indicate that the 

plant height of Cymbopogon citratus. stapff 
plants. was considerably increased as a  
result  of  irrigating  the  plants  with  
magnetized  water  and  the addition of bio 
and urea fertilization when compared with 
control plants irrigated with non-magnetized 
water and received neither bio nor urea 

fertilization in the three cuts in both growing 
seasons. The best results in this respect 
were obtained when the plants were irrigated 
with magnetized water and received the bio 
fertilizer (Biogene) plus the highest urea 
fertilization level (300 kg/fed) in each 
growing seasons. On the other hand, the 
shortest plants were produced by the control 
plants which were irrigated with ordinary 
water without addition of bio- or urea 
fertilization in the three cuts of the two 
growing seasons. For example the plant 
height in the second cut ranged between 
75.9 and 171.0 cm in the first season, 
whereas in the second one it was between 
85.5 and 146.7 cm for the treatments of M0 
+B0 + N0 and that of M1 + B2 + N3, 
respectively.  

The improvement in the plant height 
could be explained through the effective role 
of magnetic water which enhanced plant 
growth in the presence of the bio fertilizer 
and suitable N dose.  

These results could be supported by the 
findings of Nasher (2008) on chick pea 
(Cicer orientimum), Ameen and Kassim 
(2009) on Jerbera jamesonii L. and Vashisth 
and Nagarjan (2010) on Helianthus annus L. 
Furthermore, these results are in harmony 
with those obtained  by  Kandeel  et  al.  
(2001)  on  Foeniculum  vulgare plant, 
Mazrou (2008) on Mentha piperita L., Badran 
et al. (2009) on Nigella sativa L., Abido et al. 
(2011) on Mentha spicata L. plants, who 
assured the previously obtained results. 

 

1.2. Number of tillers per plant:  
The data in Table (3) clearly show that 

the produced number of tillers / plant of 
Cymbopogon citratus stapff plants. were 
markedly improved as a result of watering 
the plants with magnetized water besides the 
application of bio- and urea fertilization 
during the two experimental seasons. The 
treatment irrigation with magnetized water 
and using Biogene as bio fertilizer plus the 
highest urea fertilization level (300 kg /N/fed) 
realized the highest number of tiller / plant if 
compared with the other interaction 
treatments and the control (M0, B0 and N0) in 
the three cuts of both growing season 
Meanwhile, the lowest values in this respect  
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was obtained by the irrigated plants with 
ordinary water without addition of bio and 
urea fertilization in the three cuts in the two 
growing seasons. For example, in the 
second cut of the first season the mean 
number of tillers / plant was between 30.0 
and 84.9 tiller / plant, whereas in the second 
cut of the second season it ranged between 
26.3 and 133.7 tiller / plant for the treatments 
of M0 + B0 + N0 and that of M1 + B2 + N3, 
respectively.  

These results could be explained through 
the finding of Midan and Tantawy (2013) 
who mentioned that watering snap bean 
plants with magnetically treated water 
resulted in an increase in soil content from 
available N, P and K consequently enhanced 
their absorption by plants roots, which was 
reflected in promoting plant growth 
parameters. In addition such results were 
obtained by Nasher (2008) on chick pea 
(Cicer orientimum), Ameen and Kassim 
(2009) on Jerbera  jamesonii  L.  and  
Vashisth  and  Nagarjan  (2010)  on 
Helianthus annus L. Mazrou, Ragia (2013) 
on Carum carvi L. plants, respectively.  

Furthermore, these results are similar to 
those obtained by Nofal et al. (2001) and 
Afify (2009) on Ammi visnaga L., Badran et 
al. (2009) on Nigella sativa L., and Abido et 
al. (2010) on Ocimum basilicum L. 

 

1.3. Fresh weight of leaves per 

plant: 
The data in Table (4) indicate that the 

fresh weight / plant of Cymbopogon citratus 

was considerably increased as a results of 

irrigating the plants with magnetized water 

and the addition of bio and urea fertilization 

when compared with the control plants 

irrigated with non-magnetized water and 

neither bio nor urea fertilization in the three 

cuts in both growing seasons. The best 

results in this respect were obtained when 

the plants were irrigated with magnetized 

water and received the bio fertilizer 

(Biogene) plus the highest urea fertilization 

level (300 kg/fed) in each growing seasons. 

On the other hand, the lightest plants were 

produced by the control plants which were 

irrigated with non-magnetized water without 

addition of bio- or urea fertilization on the 

three cuts in each growing season. 

For example the fresh weight / plant in 

the second cut ranged between 177.5 and 

1586.1 g / plant in the first season, whereas 

in the second one it was between 300.5 and 

1441.2 g / plant for the treatments of M0 + B0 

+ N0 and that of M1 + B2 + N3, respectively. 

 

2. Chemical constituents:  
2.1. Essential oil percentage: 

The data in Table (5) clearly show that 

the essential oil percentage in the leaves of 

Cymbopogon citratus stapff plants. were 

markedly improved as a result of watering 

the plants with magnetized water besides the 

application of bio- and urea fertilization 

during the two experimental seasons. The 

treatment irrigation with magnetized water 

and using Biogene as bio fertilizer plus the 

highest urea fertilization level (300 kg/N/fed) 

realized the highest essential oil percentage 

in the leaves of lemon grass plants if 

compared with the other interaction 

treatments and the control (M0, B0 and N0) in 

the three cuts of both growing season. 

Meanwhile, the lowest values in this respect 

was obtained by the irrigated plants with 

ordinary water without addition of bio or urea 

fertilization in the three cuts in the two 

growing seasons. For example, the essential 

oil percentage in the leaves of  Cymbopogon 

citratus stapff plants ranged between 0.15 

and 0.60% in the second cut of the first 

season for the treatments of M0 + B0 + N0 

and that of M1 + B2 + N3, respectively. 

These results are similar to those 

obtained by Nofal et al. (2001), Mazrou 

(2008) on Mentha pipertia, Afify (2009) on 

Ammi visnaga L., Badran et al. (2009) on 

Nigella sativa L. and Abido et al. (2010) on 

Ocimum basilicum L. and Mazrou, Ragia 

(2013) on Carum carvi L. plants. 

 

2.2. Essential oil yield in ml/ plant: 
The data in Table (6) indicate that the 

essential oil yield / plant of Cymbopogon 

citratus. stapff plants was considerably 

increased as a result of irrigating the plants 

with magnetized water and the addition of  
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bio and urea fertilization when compared 

with control plants irrigated with non-

magnetized water and received neither bio 

nor urea fertilization in the three cuts in both 

growing seasons. 

The best results in this respect were 

obtained when the plants were irrigated with 

magnetized water and received the bio 

fertilizer (Biogene) plus the highest urea 

fertilization level (300 kg /fed) in each 

growing seasons. On the other hand, the 

lowest plants were produced by the control 

plants which were irrigated with ordinary 

water without addition of bio- or urea 

fertilization in the three cuts of the two 

growing seasons.  

For example the essential oil / plant in the 

second cut ranged between 0.27 and 9.5 ml 

in the first season, whereas in the second 

one it was between 1.5 and 14.4 ml for the 

treatments of M0 + B0 + N0 and that of M1 + 

B2 + N3, respectively.  

The improvement in the essential oil yield 

/plant could be explained through the 

effective role of magnetic water which 

enhanced plant growth in the presence of 

the bio fertilizer and suitable N dose. These 

results could be supported by the findings of 

Mazrou, Ragia (2013) on Carum carvi L. 

Furthermore, these results are in harmony 

with those obtained by Kandeel et al. (2001) 

on Foeniculum vulgare plant, Abdou and El-

Sayed (2002) on Carum carvi L., Afify (2002) 

on Foeniculum vulgare L., Mazrou (2008) on 

Mentha piperita L. and Abido et al. (2011) on 

spearmint. 

 

2.3. Mineral content of herb: 
2.3.1. Total nitrogen percentage: 

The data in Table (7) indicate that the 

total N% of Cymbopogon citratus Stapf. 

plants was considerably increased as a 

result of irrigating the plants with magnetized 

water and the addition of bio and urea 

fertilization when compared with control 

plants irrigated with non-magnetized water 

and received neither bio nor urea fertilization 

in the three cuts in both growing seasons.  

The best results in this respect were 

obtained when the plants were irrigated with 

magnetized water and received the bio 

fertilizer (Biogene) plus the highest urea 

fertilization level (300 kg/fed) in each 

growing seasons. On the other hand, the 

lowest plants were produced by the control 

plants which were irrigated with ordinary 

water without addition of bio- or urea 

fertilization in the three cuts of the two 

growing seasons. For example the total N% 

in the second cut ranged between.56 and 

2.5% in the first season, whereas in the 

second one it was between 0.6 and 2.6% for 

the treatments of M0 + B0 + N0 and that of M1 

+ B2 + N3, respectively.  

These results could be supported by the 

findings of Ameen and Kassim (2009) on 

Jerbera jamesonii L. and Vashisth and 

Nagarjan (2010) on Helianthus annus L. and 

Mazrou, Ragia (2013) on Carum carvi L. 

Furthermore, these results are in  harmony 

with those obtained by Kandeel et al. (2001) 

on Foeniculum vulgare plant, Abdou and El-

Sayed (2002) on Carum carvi L., Afify (2002) 

on Foeniculum vulgare L., Mazrou (2008) on 

Mentha piperita L. and Abido et al. (2011) on 

spearmint. 
 

2.3.2. Phosphorus percentage: 
The data in Table (8) indicate that 

phosphorus percentage in the dried herb of 

Cymbopogon citratus. stapff plants. was 

considerably increased as a result of 

irrigating the plants with magnetized water 

and the addition of bio and urea fertilization 

when compared with control plants irrigated 

with non-magnetized water and received 

neither bio nor urea fertilization in the three 

cuts in both growing seasons.  

The best results in this respect were 

obtained when the plants were irrigated with 

magnetized water and received the bio 

fertilizer (Biogene) plus the highest urea 

fertilization level (300 kg /fed) in each 

growing seasons. On the other hand, the 

lowest values in this respect were produced 

by the control plants which were irrigated 

with ordinary water without addition of bio- or 

urea fertilization in the three cuts of the two 

growing seasons.  
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For example the phosphorus percentage 

in the second cut ranged between 0.25 and 

0.99% in the first season, whereas in the 

second one it was between 0.16 and 0.97% 

for the treatments of M0 + B0 + N0 and that of 

M1 + B2 + N3, respectively.  

The improvement in phosphorus 
percentage could be explained through the 
effective role of magnetic water which 
enhanced plant growth in the presence of 
the bio fertilizer and suitable N dose. These 
results could be supported by the findings of 
Ameen and Kassim (2009) on Jerbera 
jamesonii L. and Vashisth and Nagarjan 
(2010) on Helianthus annus L. and Mazrou, 
Ragia (2013) on Carum carvi L. 
Furthermore, these results are in harmony 
with those obtained by Kandeel et al. (2001) 
on Foeniculum vulgare plant, Abdou and  
El-Sayed (2002) on Carum carvi L., Afify 
(2002) on Foeniculum vulgare L., Mazrou 
(2008) on Mentha piperita L. and Abido et al. 
(2011) on spearmint. 

 

2.3.3. Potassium percentage: 
The data in Table (9) indicate that 

phosphorus percentage of Cymbopogon 

citratus. stapff plants. was considerably 

increased as a result of irrigating the plants 

with magnetized water and the addition of 

bio and urea fertilization when compared 

with control plants irrigated with non-

magnetized water and received neither bio 

nor urea fertilization in the three cuts in both 

growing seasons.  

The best results in this respect were 

obtained when the plants were irrigated with 

magnetized water and received the bio 

fertilizer (Biogene) plus the highest urea 

fertilization level (300 kg/fed) in each 

growing seasons. On the other hand, the 

lowest K% was produced by the control 

plants which were irrigated with ordinary 

water without addition of bio- or urea 

fertilization in the three cuts of the two 

growing seasons. 

For example the phosphorus percentage 

in the second cut ranged between 1.98 and 

3.4% in the first season, whereas in the 

second one it was between 1.93 and 3.8% 

for the treatments of M0 + B0 + N0 and that of 

M1 + B2 + N3, respectively. 

The improvement in phosphorus 

percentage could be explained through the 

effective role of magnetic water which 

enhanced plant growth in the presence of 

the bio fertilizer and suitable N dose. These 

results could be supported by the findings of 

Ameen and Kassim (2009) on Jerbera 

jamesonii L. and Vashisth and Nagarjan 

(2010) on Helianthus annus L. and Mazrou, 

Ragia (2013) on Carum carvi L. 

Furthermore, these results are in harmony 

with those obtained by Kandeel et al. (2001) 

on Foeniculum vulgare plant, Abdou and El-

Sayed (2002) on Carum carvi L., Afify (2002) 

on Foeniculum vulgare L., Mazrou (2008) on 

Mentha piperita L. and Abido et al. (2011) on 

spearmint. 
 

2.4. Photosynthetic pigments:  
2.4.1. The total chlorophyll (A + B) 

content: 
The data in Table (10) indicate that total 

chlorophyll (A + B) content in the leaves of 

Cymbopogon citratus Stapf. plants was 

considerably increased as a result of 

irrigating the plants with magnetized water 

and the addition of bio and urea fertilization 

when compared with control plants that 

irrigated with non-magnetized water and 

received neither bio nor urea fertilization in 

the three cuts in both growing seasons. The 

best results in this respect were obtained 

when the plants were irrigated with 

magnetized water and received the bio 

fertilizer (Biogene) plus the highest urea 

fertilization level (300 kg/fed) in each 

growing seasons.  

On the other hand, the lowest values in 

this respect were produced by the control 

plants which were irrigated with ordinary 

water without addition of bio- or urea 

fertilization in the three cuts of the two 

growing seasons. For example, total 

chlorophyll (A + B) content in the leaves in 

the second cut ranged between 21.04 and 

75.13 mg/g in the first season, whereas in 

the second one it was between 25.35 and 

73.06 mg/g for the treatments of M0 + B0 + 

N0 and that of M1 + B2 + N3, respectively. 
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The improvement in total chlorophyll (A + 

B) content could be explained through the 

effective role of magnetic water which 

enhanced plant growth in the presence of 

the bio fertilizer and suitable N dose. These 

results could be supported by the findings of 

Ameen and Kassim (2009) on Jerbera 

jamesonii L. and Vashisth and Nagarjan 

(2010) on Helianthus annus L. and Mazrou, 

Ragia (2013) on Carum carvi L. 

Furthermore, these results are in harmony 

with those obtained by Kandeel et al. (2001)  

on Foeniculum vulgare plant, Abdou and El-

Sayed (2002) on Carum carvi L., Afify (2002) 

on Foeniculum vulgare L., Mazrou (2008) on 

Mentha piperita L. and Abido et al (2011) on 

spearmint.  
 

2.5.Total carbohydrate percentage: 
The data in Table (11) indicate that the 

total carbohydrate percentage of 

Cymbopogon citratus. stapff plants. was 

considerably increased as a result of 

irrigating the plants with magnetized water 

and the addition of bio and urea fertilization 

when compared with control plants irrigated 

with non-magnetized water and received 

neither bio nor urea fertilization in the three 

cuts in both growing seasons. The best 

results in this respect were obtained when 

the plants were irrigated with magnetized 

water and received the bio fertilizer 

(Biogene) plus the highest urea fertilization 

level (300 kg / fed) in each growing seasons. 

On the other hand, the lowest values in this 

respect were produced by the control plants 

which were irrigated with ordinary water 

without addition of bio- or urea fertilization in 

the three cuts of the two growing seasons. 

For example total carbohydrate percentage 

in the leaves in the second cut ranged 

between 12.8 and 25.0% in the first season, 

whereas in the second one it was between 

12.0 and 20.8% for the treatments of M0 + B0 

+ N0 and that of M1 + B2 + N3, respectively.  

The improvement in total carbohydrate % 

content could be explained through the 

effective role of magnetic water which 

enhanced plant growth in the presence of 

the bio fertilizer and suitable N dose. These 

results could be supported by the findings of 

Ameen and Kassim (2009) on Jerbera 

jamesonii L. and Vashisth and Nagarjan 

(2010) on Helianthus annus L. and Mazrou, 

Ragia (2013) on Carum carvi L. 

Furthermore, these results are in harmony 

with those obtained by Kandeel et al. (2001) 

on Foeniculum vulgare plant, Abdou and El-

Sayed (2002) on Carum carvi L., Afify (2002) 

on Foeniculum vulgare L., Mazrou (2008) on 

Mentha piperita L. and Abido et al. (2011) on 

spearmint. 
 

Conclusion:  
Irrigation with magnetized water recorded 

a considerable improvement on the growth 

and yield parameters as well as essential oil 

percentage and its yield in the leaves / plant 

as well as N, P and K% in the dried herb, 

photosynthetic pigments concentrations in 

the fresh leaves and total carbohydrate in 

the produced dried herb were augmented by 

the treatment of magnetized water in 

comparison to that of irrigation with ordinary 

water (non-magnetized) in both growing 

seasons.  

Regarding the effect of interaction 

between irrigation with magnetic water as 

well as bio- or urea fertilization levels, it 

could be concluded that the growth and yield 

parameters, essential oil content in the 

leaves as well as the chemical composition 

of the produced herb of lemon grass plants 

(namely: N, P and K%, photosynthetic 

pigments in the fresh leaves and total 

carbohydrate percentage in the dried herb) 

were improved when the grown plants 

fertilized with Biogene as biofertilizers 

besides using the highest urea fertilization 

level (300 kg / fed) and irrigated with 

magnetized water in comparison to those 

irrigated with non-magnetized water in the 

two growing seasons. The best results in this 

respect were obtained by the treatment M1 + 

B2 + N3 in the two seasons. Meanwhile, the 

irrigated plants with ordinary water without 

application of bio- or urea fertilization gave 

significantly the lowest values in this 

concern.  
 



 

 

 

 

Mazrou, et al., 

788 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Influence  of  irrigation  with  magnetized  water  and biofertilizers …………….….. 

789 

 

REFERENCES  
Abdou M.A. and A.A. El-Sayed (2002). Effect 

of planting date and bio fertilization 

treatments on growth and yield 

characters of caraway crop, Proc.2nd 

Hort. Sci. Conf. 10-12 Sept. 2002, Kafr 

El-Sheikh, Tanta Univ., Egypt, Vol. 28. 

Abido, A.I.A., F.I. Radwan, E.H. Hussein and 

Hoda A. El-Kallafa (2011). Influence of 

organic, inorganic and biofertilizer 

fertilization on the growth, chemical 

composition and essential oil percentage 

of spearmint (Mentha spicata L.) J. Adv. 

Agric. Res., 16 (3): 2011. 

Abido, A.I.A., F.I. Radwan, E.H. Hussein and 

R.M. Youssef (2010). Effect of organic 

and biofertilization on growth, yield and 

essential oil content of (Ocimum 

basilicum L.) J. Adv. Agric. Res., 15 (4): 

2010. 

Abido, A.I.A., F.I. Radwan, E.H. Hussein and 

R.M. Youssef (2010). Effect of organic 

and biofertilization on growth, yield and 

essential oil content of (Ocimum 

basilicum L.) J. Adv. Agric. Res., 15 (4): 

2010. 

Afify, M. (2009). Effect of some cultural 

treatments on the growth yield and active 

constituents of some medicinal and 

aromatic plants. Ph.D. Thesis, Fac. 

Agric., Menoufia Univ. Egypt. 

Afify, M.M.M. (2002). Effect of bio fertilization 

on the growth and essential oil yield of 

fennel plant. M.SC. Thesis, Fac. Agric., 

Minofiya Univ. 

Ameen, S.K.M. and A.F. Kassim (2009). 

Influence of magnetized saline irrigation 

water and vegetative growth of Gerbera 

jamesonii. J. of Damascus Univ. for 

Agric. Sci., 25 (1): 63-74. 

Badran, F.S. and M.S. Safwet (2004). 

Reponse of fennel plants to organic and 

fertilizers in replacement of chemical 

fertilization. Egypt. J. Agric. Res., 82 (2): 

247-256. 

Badran, M. K. Aly and M. Z. Abd Ellatif 

(2009). Response of Nigella sativa L. 

plants to plant density and mineral / 

biofertilization treatments. Egypt. J. Agric. 

Res., 87 (1). 

Bremner, M.J. (1996). Nitrogen-total. In: 

sparks DL, Bartels J. M. Bigham J.M. 

(eds) Methods of soil Analysis Parts. 

Chemical Methods SSSA. Madison W1, 

U.S.A., 37: 1085-1121. 

British, Pharmacopoeia (1963). 

Determination of volatile oil puplished by 

pharmaceutical press London, W.C.T. 

Dadarwal, L. R., L. S. Yadav and S. S. 

Sindhu (1997). Bio-fertilizer production 

technology: Prospects In. 

Biotechnological approaches: In. Soil 

Microorganisms for sustainable crop 

production, pp. 323 – 337. Scientific 

publisher, Jodhpur, India (C.F. 

Proceeding of training course on Bio-

organic farming systems for sustainable 

Agriculture. July, 1997, Cairo, Egypt). 

Dubios, A., A. Gilles, J.K. Hamelton, P.A. 

Robers and P.A. Smith (1956). A 

colorimetric method for determination of 

sugar and related substances. Anal 

Chem., 28: 350. 

El-Leithy, A.S., H.M.F. Sweafy, A. M. A. 

Badawi, G.F. Ahmed and T.I.M. Dawood 

(2011). Effect of irrigation intervals and 

nitrogen fertilizer rate on growth, yield 

and chemical composition on Ricinus 

communis L. under North Sinai 

conditions. BULL. Fac. Agri., Cairo Univ., 

62: 49-61. 

Esfandiar, F., H. Noroozi, M. Farbod and F. 

Gerami (2012). Assessment of fennel 

(Foeniculum vulgare L.) seed germination 

characteristics as influenced by ultrasonic 

waves and magnetic water. European J. 

of Experimental Biol., 2 (3): 662 – 666. 

Farooqi, A.H.A., R. Luthra, Matur, N. K. 

Srivastava and R. P. Bansal (1999). 

Physiology of cultivated mints. J. of 

Medicinal and Aromatic plant Sci., 21 (2): 

431-441. 

Jackson, M.L. (1967). Soil Chemical 

Analysis Prentice. Hall of India Private 

Limited New Delhi. 

Kandeel, Y.R., E.S. Nofal, F. A. Menesi, K.A. 

Reda, M. Taher and Z. T. Zaki (2001). 

Effect of some culture practices on 

growth and chemical composition of 

Foeniculum vulgar Mill. proceeding of the 

Fifth Arabian Horticulture Conference, 

Ismailia, Egypt, March, 24-28, 2001, pp. 



 

 

 

 

Mazrou, et al., 

790 

 

61-72. 

Mazrou (2008). Bio technological studies of 

Cymbopogon citrates stapf. (lemon 

grass). Ph. D. Thesis. Genetic 

Engineering and Bio technology Institute., 

Minufiya Univ. 

Mazrou, Ragia M.M. (2013). Physiological 

studies on Carum carvi L. Plant. Ph.D. 

Thesis, Fac. Agric., Menoufia., Egypt. 

Mazrou, Ragia, M.M. (2008). Physiological 

influences of some agricultural practices 

on the growth and essential oil production 

of Mentha piperite L. Plant M.Sc. Thesis, 

Fac. Agric., Menoufia Univ., Egypt. 

Midan, S.A. and M.F. Tantaway (2013). 

Effect of magnetized irrigation water on 

mineral fertilization efficiency, nutrients 

availability and snap been productivity. 

Menoufia J. Agric. Res., 2 (1): 423-443. 

Neelam, S.S., R.S. Sangwan and R.S. 

Thakur (1993). Geraniol dehydrogenase: 

A determinate of essential oil quality in 

lemongrass. Plant Med., 59: 168. 

Nasher, S.H. (2008). Effect of magnetic 

water on chick-pea seeds. Eng. & Rech., 

26: 9. 

Nofal, E.S., Y.R. Kandual, F.A. Menesi, K.A. 

Reda, M. Taher and Z.T. Zaki (2001). 

Effect of some cultural practices on 

growth and chemical composition of 

Ammi visnaga. Proc. 5 Arab. Hort. Conf. 

Ismaulia, Egypt, pp. 24-28. 

Richards, R.L. (1954). Diagnosis and 

improvement of saline and alkali soils. 

USDA. Agriculture Handbook, Na Bous 

Gov., Printing Office Washington. 

Snedecor, C.W. and W.G. Cochran (1980). 

Statistical methods, 7th ed. Iowa State 

Univ., Press Ames. Iowa, USA. 

Vashisth, A. and S. Nagarajan (2010). Effect 

on germination and early growth 

characteristics in sunflower (Helianthus 

annus) seeds exposed to static magnetic 

field. 

Wettestein, O. (1957). Chlorophyll lethale 

under submikros-kopische formwechsel 

der-plastiden. Exptl, Cell. Res., 12: 427-

433. 

 

 
تأثير الرى بالماء المُمغنط واستخدام الأسمدة الحيوية على النمو ومحتوى الزيت الطيّار فى 

 الليمون  نباتات حشيشة
 

 متولى مسعد مزروع ، محمد موسى عفيفى ، سميرة السيد سعد الشافعى
 جامعة المنوفية  -شبين الكوم  –كلية الزراعة  –البساتين  قسم 

 الملخص العربى 
والتت    2011, 2010دراستتب بمزرعتة كليتتب الزراعتتب بشتبين الكتتوم جامعتتة المنوفيتب ختت    موستتمى اجريتت ذتتال ال

بهتتدد دراستتة تتتأثير بعتتلا المعتتام ت الزراعيتتب مثتتا التترى بالمتتاء الممغتتنط والتستتميد الحيتتوى والكيمتتاوى امتتا ب تتتورل 
ونتتات الكمياهيتتب فتتى نباتتتات منفتتردل او متداخلتتب علتتى  تتفات النمتتو الخ تترى وانتتتا  الزيتتت الطيتتار وكتتال  بعتتلا المك

حشيشة الليمون وقد تم فى ذال الدراسب رى النباتات اما بالماء العادى او الماء الممغنط )عن طريق مرور الماء فتى 
جاوس( بالا افب التى استتخدام نتوعين متن الاستمدل التجاريتب )الريزوبتاكترين  ,  4000بو ب وشدتب  2انبوب قطرل 

واع  بكتيريب  مثبتة  ل زوت الجوى ع وة على استخدام التسميد باليوريا بمعدلات ) تفر البيوجين( المحتويب على ان
كجم/ فدان( ب ورل منفردل او متداخلب .  وقد  ممت التجربتب فتى قطاعتات كاملتة العشتواهيب  300,  200, 100, 

  الدراستب التى تحستن وا ت  )قطاعات منشقب( وقد تم تحليا النتاهج المتح ا عليها اح اهيا وقد اظهترت نتتاهج تلت
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الوزن الطتاز  والجتاد للنبتات وكتال  للفتدان(  –عدد الاشطاء   -فى كا من  فات النمو الخ رى )ارتفاع النبات 
نتيجتتب لتترى النباتتتات بالمتتاء الممغتتنط متتس استتتخدام الستتماد الحيتتوى )البيتتوجين( واستتتعما  المستتتوى العتتالى متتن اليوريتتا 

 كجم/ فدان( .  300)
ج اي تتا تحستتن كتتا متتن محتتتوى نبتتات حشيشتتة الليمتتون متتن الزيتتت الطيتتار وانتاجيتتتب للنبتتات كمتتا او تتحت النتتتاه

وكتتال  للفتتدان كمتتا تحستتن اي تتا ب تتورل وا تتحب محتتتوى النبتتات متتن العنا تتر الغااهيتتب ) النيتتتروجين , الفوستتفور , 
يتتا ب , الكاروتينتتات ( وكتتال  الكربوذيتتدرات البوتاستتيوم ( وكتتال  محتواذتتا متتن ال تتبغات النباتيتتب ) كلورفيتتا ا , كلورف

الكليب نتيجب لرى النباتات بالماء الممغنط مس استخدام الستماد الحيتوى ) البيتوجين( متس المستتوى العتالى متن اليوريتا ) 
كجم/ فدان ( وال  خ   موسمى النمو بينما ستجلت معاملتة الكنتترو  المتمثلتب فتى الترى بالمتاء العتادى وبتدون 300

م  استتتمدل حيويتتتب او كيماويتتتب ختتت   موستتتمى النمتتتو اقتتتا القياستتتات الخ تتتريب والمح تتتو  وكتتتال  المكونتتتات استتتتخدا
 الكيماويب للنبات .

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


